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~ CODE OF CONDUCT FOR E}IRDWATCHERS
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~TOlbY'S birdwatchers arc a powerful farce for nature conservation. Qur
, members are rising continuously and as birdwatchers and nature lovers. we
~ must t:1ke seriously our resp()n~ibly to protect birds amI their habitats.~ .

On a personal level, we should present a responsible image to non­

hirdw~llchers by following this code of conduct ror birdwatchers on a

n:ltion:ll ~11l(Jglobal level.

Thne :1re about 550 species or birds in Sikkim. There arc followin,L;

points to bear in mind: -

I) The welfare of birds must always come first.

2) Habitat must be protected.

3) Minimize disturbance to bire!s and their habitat.

4) When you fInd a rare bird think carefully about whom you
shou Id tell.

5) Do not harass rare migrants.

()) Abide by the National park and wi Iell i fe conservation at al I
tImes.

7) Respect the right of landowners.

8) Respect the right or other people in the countryside.

9) Respect local people and their customs and act responsibly.

10) Make your recorels available to the local bird recorder.

I 1) Behave abroad as you woule! when watching birds at home.

I) INTRODUCTION OF BIRD 'vVA TCHING

Birds are interesting and beautiful creatures that allover the world.

There are thousands of people whose hobby is watching them. Some

of them form societies and others enjoy w:ltching birds just to see how

they live and discover unusual kind of birds that seldom seen.

The observation of live birds in their natural habitat, a popubr

pastime and a scicntillc sport that developed almost entirely in the 20lh

century. ivlodern bird watching is made possible largely by the

de'/elopment of optical ~lills, particul:lr!y binocul~lrs which cn:lblcd

people to sel' amI study \villl birds without harming them, better thl'n

e'/er belare. In the 19th century almost all students of bird used guns

and could identiry unf~ll1liliar species only which its corps W:1S ill their

h:lmls. 1\ gre:lt surge or interest in wild birds OCCUITl'd rroll1 :lbuul the
I SSOs on \\:lrd.
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Bird watch ing is a hobby th~lt combi nes the j 0)' 0 l' d iscovcry,
scientilic curiosity and esthetic appreciation. The sweetness 01' bird's

song the be~lLIty of their forms and c~loring, the viv~lcity of their
movement and the buoyancy of their flight attract every people of the

world and every olle enjoys birds. Observation by people who

habitually watch birds even merely for pleasure, arc often of green

value to the scientist trying to unravel some particular phase of bird
life. Interest in bird \yatching has been stimulated by bird books,

journals and magazines. They have also contributed to the growth

of interest on birds as have the broadcasting media.

One of the great appeals as bird watching is that it is a relatively
inexpensive activity. Thus, it is a very popular amongst diverSl'
people. It is revolv.ing around the following questions since lhe I ()Ih

century.
Ilow does the bird live and behave?

In what way is it litted or titling itself lo its habitat?

How is it intluenced by or is influenced it environment?

Il is best to go bird watching alone to avoid frightening lhe birds. It is

best also to \vear dull colored clothing and to move vcry slowly and

cautiously. A bird watcher should have binoculars so that he can see

the birds clearly without being so close that he might frightcn them
away many books are available that describe birds often with pictures
in colored tell tklt the habits of different birds arc. The bird watchers

greatest thrill comes from seeing a bird that r~lrely occurs in his
locality or in the season ill which he sees it.

2) TIME Of BIRD \VATCIIING

Birds ~lre on the move all day long. Their activity is greatest in the

early mornings. Therefore, carly rising is a most important pre

requisite for successful bird watching. Most song the birds are most

vocal is also heard during the early morning hours.

Discovery the identity of a songster oftcn entails patient

\\'atching and the chances of tracking him down are naturally greatest
il,l the e8rly morning when the birds arc most vocal,

3) RESPECT TI IE RIellT OF L/\NDO\VNERS

'I he wishes or landc)\\ncrs ;lI1d occupiers or land must be rcspected
f)l) Ilul enter l;lJld \\ill1uul pLTlllissiull. Cumply will1jJL'rl11ir SCI1Cllll'S,

I(yuu ~lrc lc~ldiJlg ~lgroup. ]Jleasc gl\'C ,ldvance noticc uftl1e visit eVCll



if a rorm~tl pennit schemes is nul 111 oper:ltion. IZespL'ct rights or the

other people. Have proper cOIlsldcr:ltion ror birdwatchers. Try not to

disrupt their activities or scare the bird} they arc \\:ltching. There :1re
many other people who also use the countrysiue. Du not interlCre with

their activities. If it seems that \\'hat they <Ire doing is causing

UllneCeSSJry disturbance to birds. Ple:lse try to be courteous but firm

in advising them. Non-!)irdwatchers goodwill towards birds must not
be des tro yed by aggrcs~i ve atl i tud es 0 f bird \Vatche rs.

4) RESPECT LOCAL CUSTOMS AND ACT RESPONSI13L Y

Please respect the Sikkimesc customs. Always behave responsibly as

an employer when hiring a guide and porter (s).

5) BIRD W A TCIlING ABROAD

Behave abroad as you would at hume these rules should be firmly
Juhered to when abroad (whatever the local laws). Well-behaved

birdwatchers can be important ambassadors for bird protection.

6) \VELFARE OF BIRDS MUST CAME FIRST

\Vhcthcr your particular interest is in photography, ringing sound

recording, scientific study or just watching birds. Remcmber that thL'
welfare of the birds must always come first. Do not throw stones to

/lush birds. Do not use excessive play back ofbird's song.

7) HABITAT AND ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION

IJabitat is vital to birds and thL'refure we must ensure that our

acti vi tics do not cause dJmage. When trd.: ki ng to protect the forest

habitJts. Use kerosene or gJS stove instead of wood, Put on extra

jumper or go to bed eJrly instead of making camp/ire. Think about
how YOLl can protect grassland and wetlands, which Jrc also critiC(lI

bird habitats. At all times do not litter. Burn all of your combustible

waste Jnd either carry out or bury other rubbish.
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